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Thank you for downloading our instructions and tips 
booklet, on the next few pages you will find all of the 
information you need about building with WoodBlocX. 
 
WoodBlocX are made from FSC-certified pressure treated 
timber, which means that any structure should last for 15 
years and possibly longer when our simple installation 
guidelines are followed. To maximise the lifespan of your 
WoodBlocX structure you should not build on uneven 
ground - having a suitable level surface is very important, 
even when building on a slope!  
 
We strongly recommend putting a liner and drainage 
medium in all of our structures, especially in raised beds 
where you are planning on using manure or organic 
fertilisers to grow with.  
 
Over the last 20 years, thousands of happy customers 
have built beautiful WoodBlocX structures of every shape 
and size you can imagine. For bespoke structures, our 
professional FREE design team are on hand to help you 
build a made to measure solution.  
 
If you have any questions about WoodBlocX, please don’t 
hesitate to contact our knowledgeable support team.

Henry Blake
WoodBlocX Owner
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Creating a WoodBlocX structure requires no power tools or specialist 
skills. The finished structure needs no concrete foundations, yet is solid 
and strong, lasting for 15 years or more when installed following our 
guidelines. 

You can buy all the tools you need for your build on our website.

What you will need

Tools
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Lump hammer Dowel cutter

Spirit level
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https://www.woodblocx.co.uk/tools
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Lump hammer

Hollow dowel punch protects the dowels  
when hammering into place

Dowel

Countersunk hole should always be facing up

Starting your build

Remember - you should not build on uneven ground. Starting on a suitable 
level surface is very important, even when building on a slope!
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Spirit level

It is always easier to pre-dowel the first layer of WoodBlocX before placing them in-situ.  This will 
prevent you upsetting your levelled surface.  We recommend using 10-20mm of sharp sand to 
help with the levelling process.

Remember - if your first layer isn’t levelled correctly your whole structure will be affected.

Levelling your build

Dowel
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Ground spike

Ground spikes will help hold the structure down when building on soft ground, but more 
importantly on slopes, they help to prevent unwanted movement. Ground spikes are placed on 
the first layer of all WoodBlocX designs and are also located in every buttress.  

Building on soft surfaces
Ground spike
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Angle bracket

Angle brackets will help hold the structure down on hard surfaces such as concrete and 
paving. The angle brackets are screwed into the WoodBlocX and then fixed into the surface.

Angle brackets are placed on the first layer of all WoodBlocX designs and are also located 
on the end of every buttress.

Building on hard surfaces

Screw
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Hammer the dowels into place after the WoodBlocX have been placed on the layer below.  
Do not pre-dowel from layer 2 onwards as the WoodBlocX won’t fit into place correctly. 

Connecting the BlocX 
with dowels

Dowel

Second layer
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If you accidentally hammer a dowel into the wrong hole, it can be easily removed using the dowel removal tool.
Simply insert the tool into the top of the dowel, locating the groove, and turn anticlockwise. 

Plan view

Corkscrew shape allows 
for easy removal

Dowel removal tool
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On the final layer only, angle plates are placed on every corner for strength.  
Angle plates go over the top of the dowels. Do not place angle plates on every level.* 
 
If the angle plate isn’t fitting into place, use the dowel punch to hammer it over the dowels. 
 
*Buttresses are an exception to this rule.

Lump hammer

Angle plate

Dowel punch

Fitting angle plates

Dowel

Scan QR or click  
to watch video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nL3H7x05JPU
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The dowels on the final layer must be cut to allow for the capping to fit correctly. 
Dowels can be cut using a dowel cutter, handsaw or electric jigsaw. 
 
Cut the dowels down at the third notch from the top BEFORE adding capping.

Before adding capping

Angle plate

Dowel

Dowel cutter

Scan QR or click  
to watch video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8Tw5HX9ED0


Call 0800 389 1420    Website woodblocx.co.uk

Use a spare WoodBlocX to hammer the capping into place, this will prevent any damage to 
the capping. Start at one end of the capping and work your way along until it is firmly in place. 
Traditional and modern capping styles are fitted the same way.

Capping can be identified 
by the number of holes 

on the underside.

Finishing your build
with capping

Spare BlocX

Capping

Dowel cut down

Scan QR or click  
to watch video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7ixNcX3ejk
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WoodBlocX  buttresses  act  as  cantilevers  with  the  weight  of  soil  
pushing  down  on  them  to  keep  the  main  structure  supported.

The  buttress  will  always  finish  one  layer  below  the  main  height  
of  the  structure  and  are  spaced  every  1500mm  along  the  wall.

Please note - not all WoodBlocX designs require buttresses 
so you may not have any detailed in your specific layer by 
layer instructions.

Dowels  on  the  last  level  of  the  buttress go  
over the  angle  plate rather than under it.

Only  do  this  on  the  top  layer of the buttress 
otherwise  the  next  WoodBlocX layer won’t  fit  
correctly.

Angle  plates  tie  the  buttress to  the  main  
structure.

Ground spike

Buttresses are normally only required on structures larger 
than 2m and above 25cm in height. In some instances 
designs will have a complete brace support rather than a 
free standing buttresses.

If your design uses buttresses
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BLOCX-A15

BLOCX-A07 BLOCX-A07

Built assembly 
with dowels

Please note - not all designs require curved WoodBlocX so you may 
not have any detailed in your specific layer by layer instructions.

Curved  WoodBlocX  sections  are  created  from specially  cut  
WoodBlocX  which  are countersunk  on  both  sides. 

Each  curved  joint  creates  a  15 ° angle. These  angles  are  achieved  
using  a  combination of  our  curved  WoodBlocX. 

Due  to  their  size,  levelling  these  WoodBlocX  can  be  difficult.    
We  suggest  you  build  them  in sections  on  a  firm  level  surface  
and  then position  them  into  place  once  built.

If you have any questions about curved WoodBlocX designs, please 
don’t hesitate to contact our knowledgeable support team.

If your design uses curves

Mitred on both sides

Mitred on one side
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Please note - not all designs require 45° WoodBlocX (BLOCX-
A45-S & BLOCXA45-L) so please refer to your specific layer by layer 
instructions.

45° angled WoodBlocX  sections  are  created  from specially  cut  
WoodBlocX  which  are countersunk on both sides.

There are two types of 45° BlocX - long and short. These 
WoodBlocX combine as shown below to create obtuse 135° angles 
in our structures.

If you have any questions about building designs with 45° BlocX, 
please don’t hesitate to contact our knowledgeable support team.

Built assembly 
with dowels

BLOCX-A45-S

BLOCX-A45-S

BLOCX-A45-L

BLOCX-A45-L

If your design uses 
45° BlocX

45° BlocX long
 (Dowel hole set away from 45° edge)

45° BlocX short
 (Dowel hole on the 45° edge)



Call 0800 389 1420    Website woodblocx.co.uk

BLOCX-10  (L  750  x W  75 x  H  100 mm)

BLOCX-05  (L  375 x W  75  x  H  100  mm)

BLOCX-04  (L  300  x  W  75  x  H  100  mm)

BLOCX-03  (L  225  x  W  75  x  H  100  mm)

BLOCX-02  (L  150  x  W  75  x  H  100  mm)

BLOCX-A07  (L  155  x  W  75  x  H  100  mm)

BLOCX-A15  (L  160  x  W  75  x  H  100  mm)

BLOCX-A45-L  (L  353  x  W  75  x  H  100  mm)

BLOCX-A45-S  (L  322  x  W  75  x  H  100  mm)

Individual WoodBlocX colour code
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